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OFF-THE-PLAN LAND SALES 

627. Hon ANTHONY FELS to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Consumer 
Protection: 

(1) Has the Minister for Consumer Protection or her department ever issued any warnings to first home 
buyers or purchasers of property off a plan that the seller might terminate the contract under clause 13 
of the general conditions for the sale of land in cases in which the conditions imposed by the WA 
Planning Commission are holding up the issue of titles? 

(2) If not, why not? 

(3) What steps is the Department of Consumer and Employment Protection taking to protect land buyers 
from profiteering by land developers who use this clause to take advantage of escalating land values? 

Hon KATE DOUST replied: 
(1) The Real Estate and Business Agents Supervisory Board issued a warning about buying-off-the-plan 

contracts in December 2004.  In recent times there has been extensive media coverage on this issue.  
This has included articles published in the Albany Advertiser in January 2006, the Sunday Times in 
April 2006, and the Kalgoorlie Miner in May 2006 that were generated by the department and a feature 
item on the consumer protection segment on 6PR in June 2006 and Curtin radio.  The Minister for 
Consumer Protection recently participated in a radio 6PR interview on this matter.  A number of 
REBA’s and the department’s publications also make reference to the potential pitfalls of buying vacant 
land.  I direct the member to REBA’s brochure titled “Buying Vacant Land”. 

(2) Not applicable. 

(3) The Department of Consumer and Employment Protection has undertaken investigations into 
allegations by consumers about the inappropriate use of certain contract clauses.  The contractual 
arrangements between developers and their clients are not regulated.  When the contract is found to 
contravene provisions of the Fair Trading Act 1987, the Commissioner for Fair Trading can take 
appropriate action.  The department proposes to publish a fact sheet entitled “Buying-off-the-Plan”.  I 
anticipate that this publication will be available within a very short time frame.  It has been prepared in 
consultation with government agencies and key industry participants will be asked for their input.  The 
fact sheet is designed to enable consumers to make better informed decisions when contemplating land 
purchases. 

 


